Social Story

for the sensory-friendly performance of

The Nutcracker

Bradshaw Performing Arts Center
Owens Auditorium
Sandhills Community College
3395 Airport Road, Pinehurst

I will go to see The Nutcracker at Owens Auditorium at the Bradshaw Performing Arts Center.
It is part of Sandhills Community College, located at 3395 Airport Road, Pinehurst, NC.

I will go into the lobby. I may have to stand in line to get a ticket. I may have to wait in the
lobby before the doors of the theater open. If I have to wait, I will stay with my caregivers. If I
brought snacks, I can eat them in the lobby or outside. I cannot eat when I go inside the
theater. I can use the bathroom when I’m in the lobby.

When the doors are open, I will walk into the theater. The theater has lots of seats. A
volunteer and my caregiver will help me find a place to sit. I will get a character guide to look
at with my caregiver.
I will sit in the theater with my caregiver until the show starts. An announcement will tell us
when the show is about to start. The theater will get dark and quiet. Music will start after the
theater gets dark. I am not allowed to take any pictures in the theater when the show starts.

The Nutcracker is a ballet. I will see dancers wearing costumes and moving around on the
stage to tell the story. The performers will not be talking or singing. I can look at my character
guide to understand the story of the dancing.
After each song, the dancers will stop moving for a few seconds and the audience will clap.
Clapping tells the dancers they are doing a good job. If I want to clap, I can.

If the music or clapping is too loud, I can ask a volunteer for ear plugs. If I have headphones, I
can wear them to help make it quieter. Sometimes, the music might sound loud.
There will be a cracking sound during the battle, after the cannon is rolled out. The sound is
part of the music.
I will try to stay in my seat. If I feel scared, I can cover my ears, play with a fidget, hold my
caregiver’s hand, or hug my caregiver.
If the show gets too loud or too bright, I can go to the Break Area. In the Break Area, there are
bean bag chairs and mats I can lay on. Once I feel better, I can go back into the theater and
watch more of the show.

At the end of Act 1, there will be a very short break. The curtain will close for about 7 minutes.
One song will play during the break. At the end of the short break, the song will end, the
curtain will open again, and the dancing will start again. The dancers will be on the stage and
begin Act 2 of The Nutcracker story.

The whole show will last about 1 hour. At the end of the show, the dancers will bow again.
The lights will turn on and I will leave the theater. The dancers will be in the lobby of the
theater to say goodbye. The dancers will be in costume. If I want to, I can talk to the dancers
and they can talk to me. When I’m finished, I can leave the theater with my caregiver.

Thank you for coming to see The Nutcracker!

